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EDITORIAL 

Strengthen  the  Party 

SINCE  our  last  issue  the  second  Imperialist  war  has  entered  upon 
a  new  stage  with  its  extension  into  Northern  Europe.  Serious 
military,  naval  and  air.  operations  are  beginning  to  develop.  New 
countries  have  already  been  drawn  into  its  orbit,  their  neutrality 
trampled  on. 

The  larger  neutrals,  Italy  and  the  United  States,  begin  to  consider 
their  possible  future  entry  into  the  conflict. 

The  war  threatens  to  develop  on  an  international  scale  covering 
the  face  of  the  whole  world  from  West  to  East  where  war  between 
Japan  and  China  has  been  raging,  for  several  years  already. 

This  new  stage  of  the  war  has  already  brought  about  a  marked 
sharpening  of  the  internal  situation  in  the  belligerent  countries.  This 
is  reflected  in  the  change  of  Government  in  France  and  has  led  to  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Chamberlain  Cabinet  and  the  announcement  of 
the  nation-wide  All-Party  propaganda  campaign  for  the  purpose  of 
flogging  up  support  for  the  war. 


The  series  of  Easter  Conferences  of  working-class  organisations 
and  the  Scottish  Peace  Convention  have  shown  that  the  movement 
against  the  war  is  growing  in  strength. 

The  Chamberlain  Government,  aided  by  the  Labour  and  Trade 
Union  leaders,  are  taking  sharper  measures  in  an  effort  to  stem  the 
rising  tide  of  anti-war  feeling. 

They  realise  that  the  intensification  of  the  war  will  bring  still 
heavier  burdens  for  the  workers  and  the  small  middle  class.  The 
extent  of  this  is  starkly  revealed  by  the  conditions  of  the  monstrous 
Robber  Budget. 

In  France,  the  Imperialists  have  launched  the  most  ferocious 
attacks  on  the  Labour  movement,  singling  out  the  French  Communist 
Party  for  the  centre  of  their  attack. 

In  Britain,  a  violent  Press  campaign  has  been  opened  against  the 
Communist  Party  and  the  anti-war  movement  by  the  combined  forces 
of  the  Tory,  Liberal  and  Labour  millionaire  Press  with  their  attempted 
open  incitement  by  the  use  of  such  outrageous  charges  as  “  Fifth 
Column,”  “  agents  of  the  enemy,”  etc. 

The  growing  awakening  and  ever-clearer  recognition  of  the 
robber,  imperialist  character  of  the  war  that  is  spreading  in  the  Labour 
movement,  is  an  indication  that  the  working  men  and  women  who  are 
being  made  to  bear  the  burdens  and  sacrifices  of  the  war,  will  learn  to 
know  who  are  their  friends  and  who  are  their  enemies.  Every  day 
object  lessons  are  being  given  them.  Such,  for  example,  as  the 
nauseating  spectacle  of  Labour  leaders  like  Greenwood  hobnobbing  at 
West  End  lunch  parties  with  Cabinet  Ministers  and  mutually  exchang¬ 
ing  gentlemanly  compliments  whilst  hounding  the  youth  of  the 
country  to  the  Imperialist  war-machine. 

When  the  militant  workers  see  the  class  enemy  and  their  lick¬ 
spittle  agents  preparing  to  attack  those  who  they  know  to  be  the  most 
active  and  consistent  working-class  fighters,  they  will  not  be  slow  to 
draw  conclusions.  They  will  rally  closer  round  the  Party  which  puts 
the  interests  and  principles  of  the  working-class  movement  before  every 
other  consideration. 


In  this  situation  the  Party  organisations  must  answer  the  attacks 
of  the  class  enemy  by  striving  above  all  to  deepen  and  strengthen  the 
mass  basis  of  the  Party. 

Much  has  already  been  accomplished  in  this  direction  since  the  war 
opened. 

Since  the  District  Congresses  in  January  and  February  the  Party 
organisations  have  made  big  strides  in  the  direction  of  concentrating 
their  main  activities  in  and  around  the  large-scale  industrial  enterprises. 
Our  factory  groups  have  grown  in  size,  new  groups  have  been  formed. 
This  process  is  being  steadily  pushed  forward  in  all  Party  Districts 
and  must  continue  to  be  the  main  field  of  the  Party’s  work.  We 
would  urge  those  Districts  and  Branches  who  are  lagging  back  so  far 
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as  their  factory  work  is  concerned,  to  strive  to  be  up  and  doing,  in 
order  that  the  concentration  of  the  whole  Party  on  the  decisive  indus¬ 
tries  can  go  forward  uniformly. 

Together  with  this  must  go  efforts  to  strengthen  every  bridge  of 
contact  between  the  Party  and  all  sections  of  the  working  class  on  every 
type  of  issue  affecting  them.  In  this  way  we  can  defeat  the  attempts 
of  the  Labour  leaders  to  isolate  the  revolutionary  vanguard  from  the 
main  body  of  the  Labour  movement. 

By  more  firmly  rooting  the  Party  in  the  factories  and  Trade 
Unions  and  by  developing  united  action  with  all  sections  of  the 
Labour  movement,  we  can  defeat  the  campaign  of  the  class  enemy. 

On  the  basis  of  continuing  the  drive  towards  the  factories  with 
all  energy  and  by  enormously  strengthening  our  open  political  fight 
against  the  war  and  against  the  system  of  capitalist  exploitation,  we 
can  mobilise  the  workers  around  the  Party  against  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy  and  sweep  away  the  lies  that  seek  to  distort  the  working-class 
fight  against  the  Imperialist  war  as  if  it  were  in  the  service  of  the  rival 
Imperialist  camp,  and  thereby  strengthen  the  possibilities  of  working- 
class  advance  in  the  fight  against  the  war  and  for  Socialism. 

This  makes  the  question  of  the  need  to  more  rapidly  increase  the 
membership  of  the  Party  more  acutely  important  than  ever,  and  needs 
to  be  taken  up  in  all  localities  and  all  our  organisations. 


THE  £5,000  FUND 


Y\TE  are  entering  into  the  final 
??  stages  of  the  time  limit  of  the 
Fund,  and  we  give  a  list  of  how  the 
Districts  stand. 

The  figure  is  not  very  high,  but  we 
understand  that  many  Branches  have 
money  but  have  not  sent  it  in,  either 
to  the  District  or  Centre.  We  ask 
those  Branches  to  send  in  their  money 
at  once  as  it  is  urgently  needed. 

Lancs  stand  at  the  top  and  are  so 
confident  that  they  suggest  the  Party 
increase  its  quota  and  all  Districts.  If 
only  other  Districts  saw  the  fund  in 
this  way,  the  £5,000  would  have  been 
reached  already. 

We  ask  all  Districts  immediately  to 
review  the  Fund  and  intensify  the 
drive  in  their  areas.  If  no  comrade 
has  been  put  in  charge  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  it  is  imperative  that  this  is  recti¬ 
fied  straight  away. 


Congratulations  to  Kent,  which  has 
sent  in  £50  2s.  6d. 


AMOUNT  RECEIVED  TO  DATE 


FROM  DISTRICTS  £  s.  d. 

Midlands  District  . .  6  0  0 

N.  Midlands  District  4  18  10 

S.  Midlands  District  9  5  6 

Lancashire  District  . .  186  19  8 

Tyneside  District  . .  Nil. 

West  Riding  District  .  .  20  10  0 

E.  Counties  District  31  0  0 

Devon  Area  . ,  . .  Nil. 

Bristol  Area  . .  . .  Nil. 

Sussex  County  . .  Nil. 


North  Wales  District 
Hants  and  Dorset  Dist. 
South  Wales  District 
London  District 
Scottish  District 
Kent  District 


6  0  0 
7  116 
18  10  0 
50  9  0 
6  5  0 
50  2  6 


£397  12  0 
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The  Bolsheviks  paid 
considerable  attention 

to  the  Youth  SAYS  MICK  BENNETT 
IN  DISCUSSING  THE  “ROLE  l  CHARACTER  OF  THE  YCL” 


THE  statement  on  “  The  Role  and  Character  of  the  Y.C.L.”  is 
the  most  important  document  on  the  youth  which  the  Party  has 
issued  in  recent  years. 

It  has  been  greatly  appreciated  throughout  the  ranks  of  the  Party 
and  the  Y.C.L.  Five  thousand  were  printed  in  a  convenient  sized 
pamphlet,  and  were  all  bought  up  within  a  couple  of  weeks  and  another 
edition  printed,  of  which  only  1,000  are  left. 

Many  comrades  call  it  an  “  eye  opener  ”  which  only  proves  the 
timeliness  of  such  a  re-statement  of  the  question.  Nevertheless  the 
study  and  application  of  the  principles  contained  therein  is  not  yet 
satisfactory. 

At  best  leading  comrades  have  had  informal  discussions  or, 
“  comrades  have  read  it.” 

There  is  a  tendency  to  regard  it  is  a  “  current  pamphlet  ”  rather 
than  a  serious  guide  to  the  Party  and  the  Y.C.L.  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  the  Y.C.L.,  too,  there  is  not 
enough  effort  in  the  districts  to 
make  a  political  fight  for  the  principles 
in  the  statement,  nor  is  there  half 
enough  study  of  it  in  the  Y.C.L.  from 
the  National  Council  downwards. 

Above  all  there  is  no  satisfactory 
advance  in  applying  the  statement 
in  deeds  especially  by  the  main  factory 
groups  of  the  Party. 

There  exists  an  idea  that  the  Bol¬ 
sheviks  never  bothered  much  with 
youth;  in  fact,  however,  nothing  is 
further  from  the  truth. 

Quite  apart  from  the  fact  that  the 
problem  of  youth  's  far  greater  here 
now,  especially  since  the  first 
Imperialist  World  War  than  it  was  in 
Tsarist  Russia,  the  Bolsheviks  paid 


considerable  attention  to  drawing 
youth  into  the  movement.  From  the 
beginning  the  working  and  student 
youth  entered  the  revolutionary  move¬ 
ment  in  tsarist  days.  Comrade  Kalinin 
in  an  article  The  Glorious  Path  of  the 
Y.C.L.  points  out: 

“  The  basic  core  of  the  Party,  then  in 
the  process  of  birth,  were  the  working 
youth.  Even  the  leaders  of  the  young 
Party  of  the  Proletariat  were  young;  in 
1895  Lenin  was  only  25  and  Comrade 
Stalin  was  only  19  in  1898. 

“Out  of  over  50  workers  of  the  Putilov 
factory  arrested  in  1900-1901  for  being 
concerned  in  the  work  of  the  ‘  League  of 
Struggle,’  only  one  was  over  the  age  of 
30.  In  all  the  Circles  in  the  factory 
there  was  only  one  old  worker.” 

At  the  Second  Congress  of  the 
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R.S.D.L.P.  in  1903,  Lenin  drafted  a 
resolution  on  the  student  youth  and 
the  points  were  adopted  at  the  Con¬ 
gress.  Lenin  in  an  article  called  The 
Era  of  Reform  quotes  a  statement  by 
a  tsarist  minister  made  in  1903: 

“  The  more  unruly  elements  of  the 
factory  population  .  .  .  according  to 
information  in  the  possession  of  the 
police  department,  comprises  persons 
between  the  ages  of  17  and  20.” 

Reading  Lenin’s  writings  on  the 
question  of  youth,  one  is  above  all 
impressed  at  the  insistent  way  that 
Lenin  spoke  to  comrades  who  hesi¬ 
tated  about  drawing  in  young  forces 
into  activities.  In  a  letter  to  Comrade 
Gusnev,  one  of  the  finest  organisers  of 
the  Party,  Lenin  in  February,  1905, 
sensing  the  impending  storm,  wrote : 

“  We  need  young  forces,  I  would 
recommend  directly  shooting  on  the 
spot  those  who  dare  to  say  that  there 
are  no  people.  There  are  shoals  of 
people  in  Russia,  all  that  is  needed  is 
more  widely  and  boldly,  more  boldly  and 
widely,  again  more  widely  and  again 
more  boldly  to  recruit  young  people  and 
not  be  afraid  of  them.  This  is  war¬ 
time.  The  youth  will  decide  the  issue 
of  the  whole  struggle,  the  student  youth 
and  still  more  the  working  youth.  .  . 
Do  not  fear  their  lack  of  training,  do  not 
tremble  at  their  inexperience  and  lack  of 
development.” 

This  latter  sentence  about  not  tremb¬ 
ling  at  their  inexperience  and  lack  of 
development  could  well  be  borne  in 
mind,  particularly  by  our  comrades  in 
the  factories  who  argue  about  the 
“  inadvisability  ”  of  building  strong 
Y.C.L.  groups  in  the  factories  because 
of  the  “  dangers  ”  and  the  “  in¬ 
experience  ”  of  the  comrades. 

When  the  basis  was  laid  for  the 
creation  of  the  Youth  League,  Lenin 
in  1916  in  the  journal  Social  Demo¬ 
crat  wrote: 

“We  must  be  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  organisational  independence  of  the 
Youth  League  not  only  because  the 
opportunists  fear  this  independence,  but 
because  of  the  very  nature  of  the  case; 


for  unless  they  have  complete  indepen¬ 
dence,  the  youth  will  be  unable  either  to 
train  good  socialists  from  their  midst  or 
prepare  themselves  to  lead  socialism 
forward.” 

The  Sixth  Congress  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party  which  was  held  under  Comrade 
Stalin’s  leadership,  adopted  a  special 
resolution  on  the  development  of  the 
revolutionary  youth  movement,  to 
which  the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U. 
refers  as  follows: 

“  The  Congress  adopted  a  resolution 
on  the  Youth  Leagues  which  at  that 
time  frequently  sprang  up  spontaneously. 
As  a  result  of  the  Party’s  subsequent 
efforts  it  succeeded  in  definitely  securing 
the  adherence  of  these  young  organisa¬ 
tions  which  became  a  reserve  of  the 
Party.” 

When  the  preparations  were  being 
made  for  the  October  Revolution, 
Lenin  said : 

“  Pick  the  most  resolute  elements  (our 
‘  shock  ’  elements  and  the  young  workers,' 
and  also  the  best  sailors)  into  small! 
detachments,  to  occupy  all  the  most 
important  points,  and  to  participate 
everywhere  in  all  the  important  opera¬ 
tions.  .  .”  [Advice  from  an  outsider. 
Book  2  “Towards  the  Seizure  of  Power.”] 

Again  to  come  back  to  the  Sixth 
Congress  in  1917,  the  youth  resolution 
stated : 

“  The  Party  tries  to  have  these  organi¬ 
sations  (i.e.,  the  Youth  Leagues),  assume 
a  socialist  character  from  their  very 
inception,  so  that  the  future  Socialist 
League  of  Young  Workers  of  Russia 
shall  join  the  Youth  International,  as 
soon  as  it  is  created;  so  that  its  local 
organisations  shall  follow  preferably 
aims  which  develop  the  class-conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  proletarian  youth  by  propa¬ 
gating  the  ideas  of  socialism,  by  waging 
an  energetic  fight  against  chauvinism  and 
militarism,  while  at  the  same  time 
defending  the  economic,  political  and 
legal  interests  of  the  juvenile,  male  and 
female  workers.” 

Thus  not  only  did  the  Bolsheviks 
lead  the  work  of  the  forming  of  the 
Young  Communist  International,  but 
made  clear  the  basis  of  work  and  the 
role  and  character  of  the  Y.C.L.  at 
that  time.  The  tremendous  work  put 
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in  by  the  Russian  Y.C.L.  in  mobilis¬ 
ing  thousands  for  the  Front  in  the 
Civil  War  days  and  intervention, 
earned  the  highest  award  from  the 
Soviet  Government  and  the  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  Y.C.L.  of  the  Order  of  the 
Red  Banner.  In  the  work  of  the 
Y.C.L.  in  the  restoration  and  creation 
of  socialist  industry,  the  Y.C.L.  sent 
its  members  to  unexplored,  places  to 
build  new  towns  andindustry,  typical  of 
which  is  the  great  city,  Komsomolsk. 
For  this  work,  too,  the  Y.C.L.  received 
the  second  Order  of  the  Red  Banner 
from  the  Soviet  Government. 


The  Soviet  Y.C.L.  today  consists  of 
nine  million  members.  It  is  a  leading 
spirit  in  the  great  new  works  of  con¬ 
struction  and  especially  in  the  fighting 
forces. 

These  are  a  few  examples  and  in¬ 
stances  of  the  attitude  of  the  Bol¬ 
sheviks  towards  the  youth  and  towards 
the  Y.C.L.  If  all  sections  of  our  Party 
approached  the  problem  in  the  same 
spirit,  we  should  create  in  Britain  a 
powerful  Young  Communist  League 
which  would  ensure  the  victory  of  the 
Party  and  the  working  class  in  ending 
the  war  and  ending  capitalism. 


WORK  among  WOMEN 

is  developing 


TN  the  statement  issued  to  all  Party 
A  organisations  and  which  formed 
the  framework  .of  the  article  on 
women’s  work  in  wartime  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Party  Organiser  em¬ 
phasis  was  laid  on  Ithe  three  main 
lines  on  which  our  work  must  be 
developed  in  our  fight  against  the  war. 

Coming  first  is  the  organisation  of 
women  in  industry  and  in  this  respect 
we  can  see  a  start  being  made,  on  the 
correct  lines,  in  several  districts. 

Men  and  Women  Members  Working 

Together 

Manchester  District  organised  a 
special  conference  of  women  actually 
engaged  in  industry  and  mobilised 
experienced  men  comrades,  working 
in  the  engineering  industry,  to  help  to 
make  the  plans  and  co-operate  with 
the  organisation  of  women  in  the  fac¬ 
tories.  Encouraged  by  the  victory  of 
joint  action  on  the  Manchester  Tram¬ 
ways,  where  equal  pay  was  secured 
for  the  women  displacing  men,  they 
are  going  forward  for  similar  demands 
in  other  industries.  They  are  under¬ 


by  Isabel  Brown 


lining  the  need  for  factory  organisa¬ 
tion  and  the  immediate  questions 
affecting  women  in  the  factories. 

An  excellent  example  of  how  the 
organised  trade  unions  can  be  used  to 
assist,  comes  in  a  report  from  the 
Tyneside  Area.  In  a  Bishop  Auckland 
factory  1,200  girls,  ages  14  to  16  are 
working  50  hours  for  from  lfd.  to 
2|d.  per  hour.  The  girls  were  un¬ 
organised  and  the  local  Miners’  Lodge 
took  the  matter  up.  They  sent  a  depu¬ 
tation  to  inspect  the  factory  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  work  and  condemned  the 
practice  of  dismissals  for  joining  a 
trade  union.  This  instance  of  a  well- 
established  trade  union  taking  up  the 
case  of  these  girls  can  be  used  to  pro¬ 
mote  such  activities  in  every  area. 

From  Letchworth  a  report  shows, 
that  given  a  lead,  young  women  are 
prepared  to  fight.  At  a  local  factory 
meetings  and  leaflets  raised  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  A.R.P.  shelters  and  wages. 
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After  one  dinner-hour  meeting  the 
women  went  into  work,  pinned  the 
leaflets  up  in  the  factory,  and  two  days 
later  a  deputation  succeeded  in  obtain¬ 
ing  an  all-round  advance  of  1/6  per 
week. 

These  two  actions  have  been  cited 
to  indicate  successful  methods  already 
bringing  results. 

Soldiers  Dependents’  Allowances 

Where  the  right  approach  is  made 
our  work  of  assisting  in  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  wives  and  dependents  of 
men  in  the  Forces  is  comparatively 
easy.  From  Birmingham,  Jessie  Eden 
writes  the  following: 

“  In  further  discussion  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  an  entirely,  new  approach 
was  needed;  that  a  carefully  prepared 
personal  approach  was  needed  for  this 
personal  and  very  human  problem. 

“We  therefore  decided  to  ask  all  our 
branches  to  discuss  the  campaign  from 
this  angle.  Our  Edgbaston  Branch  was 
first  in  tackling  the  job.  They  began 
by  organising  a  tea-party,  not  an  elabor¬ 
ate  affair,  for  the  children  of  men  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  Forces,  inviting  also  the 
mothers. 

“To  obtain  names  and  addresses  of  the 
children  our  branch  members  visited  the 
welfare  centres  in  the  areas  and  the 
schools  and  in  most  cases  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  the 
teachers  were  quite  sympathetic  to  the 
idea  and  supplied  a  list  of  names  and 
addresses  which  were  then  visited  by  our 
members  and  invited  to  the  tea-party. 

“The  party  was  held  in  one  of  our 
member’s  house,  who  fortunately  had  a 
large  room. 

“  Forty  children  and  twenty  mothers 
turned  up.  After  tea  had  been  served, 
a  number  of  our  members  organised 
games,  etc.,  for  the  children,  whilst  the 
mothers  went  into  another  room,  where 
an  informal  talk  was  given  by  Jessie 
Eden  explaining  the  purpose  of  inviting 
to  the  tea-party.  The  response  of  the 
women  was  splendid,  all  agreed  to  serve 
on  a  committee,  two  agreed  to  act  as 
joint  secretaries. 

“  They  have  now  met  as  a  committee 
and  prepared  a  plan  of  campaign  in  their 
area  which  includes  street  meetings, 
petitions,  letters  to  the  Press,  etc.  It  is 
really  inspiring  to  hear  these  women 
making  suggestions  and  putting  forward 
new  ideas  for  the  development  of  the 


campaign  and  the  building  up  of  power¬ 
ful  Dependents’  Leagues.” 

Soace  will  only  permit  another 
example  which  proves  our  contention 
that  the  women  themselves  will  find 
all  the  forces  to  develop  the  move¬ 
ment  once  they  are  brought  together. 

Bob  Selkirk  from  Cowdenbeath 
states : 

“  I  went  to  the  first  meeting  intending 
to  tell  the  women  they  could  rely  on 
other  working-class  organisations  to 
carry  on  a  campaign  on  their  behalf.  I 
had  to  change  my  mind  when  some  of 
the  women  produced  letters  from  their 
menfolk  in  the  Army  telling  them  to  do 
something  for  themselves  and  welcoming 
the  news  that  an  organisation  was  being 
set  up.” 

The  report  shows  the  women  have 
organised  a  deputation  which  will  be 
received  by  the  Town  Council  at  its 
next  meeting  and  have  demanded 
action  by  the  County  Council  and  the 
Regimental  Paymaster  at  Perth. 
Leaflets  have  been  printed,  concerts, 
dances  and  a  public  meeting  arranged. 

High  Prices  and  Food  Campaign 

In  Liverpool  a  petition  on  the  short¬ 
age  of  coal  is  welcomed  by  the  house¬ 
wives  “  with  open  arms.”  In  another 
area  of  the  same  district  “  a  petition 
on  food  prices  is  getting  the  same 
response.” 

Southampton  have  also  passed  to 
the  stage  of  protest  action.  The 
Working  Women’s  League  reports: 

“  The  petition  serves  a  double  purpose. 
It  advertises  our  League  and  brings  us 
into  contact  with  the  immediate  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  women  in  Southampton.  It 
arouses  interest;  everywhere  we  are  wel¬ 
comed  and  receive  offers  of  help.” 

Other  reports  show  that  the  revolt 
against  high  food  prices  is  growing 
and  Housewives’  Committees  are 
being  formed.  Glasgow  is  in  action 
with  many  housewives’  committees 
operating  and  protest  activities  are 
renorted  from  the  South  at  Worcester 
Park,  Sutton,  Wimbledon  and  Car- 
shalton,  Acton  and  other  places.  The 
need  now  is  to  spread  the  work  in 
every  town  in  Great  Britain  using  the 
experiences  above  as  a  guide  and 
example. 


SOUTH  WALES  MINERS 
AND  THE  WAR 


npHE  three  to  one  vote  of  the  South 
Wales  miners  in  support  of  the 
present  imperialist  war  came  as  a 
shock  to  the  vast  majority  of  the  anti¬ 
war  fighters  throughout  the  country. 
It  was  a  surprise  even  to  most  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Communist  Party  in  South 
Wales  who  believed  that  a  coalfield 
conference  of  delegates  would  auto¬ 
matically  vote  against  the  war. 

South  Wales  has  always  been  in  the 
vanguard  of  working-class  battles  in 
this  country.  The  miners  are  justi¬ 
fiably  proud  of  their  record.  Mili¬ 
tant  workers  have  looked  to  South 
Wales,  and  innumerable  Welsh 
miners  exiled  to  all  parts  of  England 
often  recount  memories  of  past 
struggles. 

What  then  is  the  explanation  for  the 
vote  of  the  South  Wales  miners  on 
the  war?  How  is  this  vote  possible 
with  so  many  Communists  holding 
official  positions  in  the  S.W.M.F.? 
Does  this  mean  that  the  influence  of 
the  Communist  Party  among  the 
miners  is  on  the  decline?  These  are 
the  questions  now  being  asked  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  in  many  parts 
of  South  Wales. 

There  are  a  number  of  factors  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  miners’  vote — the 
belief  that  the  War  is  against  Fascism 
and  that  they  must  “  get  rid  of  Hit¬ 
ler,”  the  lying  campaign  of  the  press 
and  reactionary  Labour  leaders 
against  the  Communists,  small  atten¬ 
dance  at  Lodge  meetings,  etc.  But 
while  these  have  an  important  bearing 
on  the  problem,  they  exist  also  else¬ 
where.  But  there  are  other  factors 
peculiar  to  South  Wales  and  which  go 
a  long  way  to  explain  the  miners’ 
vote  and  the  slow  growth  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

For  many  years  efforts  have  been 
made  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  gap 
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between  the  mass  influence  of.  the 
Communist  Party  in  South  Wales  and 
its  small  membership.  The  miners’ 
vote  on  the  war  has  thrown  new  light 
on  this  “  mystery,”  for  it  reveals  that 
the  election  of  Communists  to  official 
positions  in  the  union  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  mean  support  for  the  pro¬ 
gramme  and  policy  of  the  Communist 
Party.  And  in  fact  the  winning  of 
official  union  positions  can  easily  be¬ 
come  a  substitute  for  Communist  mass 
activity  among  the  workers. 

This  is  not  only  a  problem  for  Com¬ 
munist  leaders  in  the  trade  unions 
but  for  the  Branches  and  the  member¬ 
ship  as  a  whole.  In  past  years,  facing 
a  reactionary  leadership  in  the 
S.W.M.F.,  the  Communist  Party 
organised  mass  campaigns  to  press 
forward  the  demands  of  the  miners. 
This  had  its  influence  on  the  miners’ 
lodges,  which  then  brought  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  leadership.  Scores  of 
individual  Communists  came  to  the 
forefront  in  these  campaigns,  and 
when  the  opportunity  came  the  miners 
elected  them  as  their  leaders. 

More  Party  Work 
Wanted 

Now  that  the  situation  is  changed 
there  is  not  less  but  MORE  need  for 
Communist  mass  activity  among  the 
miners.  And  what  is  more  the  fact 
that  so  many  Communists  have  al¬ 
ready  won  the  confidence  of  the 
miners  in  their  trade  union  fight  gives 
us  better  opportunities  to  wage  bigger 
and  more  successful  campaigns.  But 
the  tendency  in  the  Branches  is  to 
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leave  it  all  to  the  Communist  leaders 
in  the  S.W.M.F.,  to  regard  the 
S.W.M.F.  as  a  substitute  for  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  and  to  organise  meet¬ 
ings  and  wage  campaigns  on  all  issues 
except  those  directly  affecting  the 
miners. 

The  result  is  that  the  Communist 
leaders  in  the  S.W.M.F.  tend  to  iso¬ 
late  themselves  from  the  political 
mass  work  of  the  Party.  They  are 
respected  by  the  miners  as  good  indi¬ 
vidual  leaders,  but  not  regarded  as 
representatives  of  an  organised  politi¬ 
cal.  Party  which  leads  the  fight  of 
the  workers  against  capitalism  on  all 
fronts.  The  miners  who  support 
them  are  not  made  to  feel  the  urgent 
need  for  a  strong  Communist  Party. 

Yet,  there  is  no  one  better  to  answer 
the  political  problems  not  only  of  the 
miners  but  of  all  workers  in  South 
Wales.  A  speech  on  the  Communist 
attitude  to  the  war  by  a  leading  Party 
member  in  the  S.W.M.F.  is  listened  to 
with  more  attention  than  the  same 
speech  by  other  Communist  leaders. 
More  notice  is  taken  when  they  urge 
the  need  to  read  the  Daily  Worker 
and  offer  a  pamphlet  for  sale.  Better 
cohesion  in  the  activity  of  Commun¬ 
ists  in  leading  trade  union  positions 
and  the  mass  work  of  the  Party  would 
perform  wonders  in  a  short  time.  It 
would  be  the  greatest  factor  in  chang¬ 
ing  the  attitude  of  the  South  Wales 
miners  to  the  war  and  reversing  the 
recent  vote  in  record  time. 

There  is  no  quick  magic  solution 


to  this  problem.  There  are  practical 
as  well  as  political  difficulties  to  be 
overcome — not  the  least  of  which  is 
greater  co-operation  with  responsible 
Party  leaders  in  the  trade  unions  to 
enable  them  to  give  more  time  to  poli¬ 
tical  mass  work.  Already  there  are 
signs  of  a  big  improvement  in  this 
direction,  but  the  serious  turn  in  the 
war  situation,  with  its  threat  to  millions 
of  lives,  urges  the  need  for  more 
decisive  measures  to  win  greater  politi¬ 
cal  influence  and  to  quickly  increase 
the  membership  of  the  Party. 

It  is  precisely  those  with  mass  in¬ 
fluence  among  the  miners  who  can  best 
win  them  into  the  ranks  of  the  Party. 
At  the  present  moment  the  South 
Wales  miners  are  putting  forward 
demands  for  higher  wages  and  for  in¬ 
creased  compensation  for  injured 
workmen.  It  is  the  Communist  Party 
which  must  lead  this  fight.  On  Com¬ 
munist  platforms,  in  our  leaflets  and 
propaganda  material,  no  one  can  put 
the  case  better  that  those  Party  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  leadership  of  the  S.W.M.F. 

It  is  along  these  lines  that  we  can 
take  the  first  step  to  beak  down  the 
dangerous  separation  which  has 
existed  so  long  between  the  mass  work 
of  the  Party  and  leading  members  in 
the  trade  unions.  It  will  increase  our 
political  influence  among  the  miners, 
make  the  campaign  the  best  recruit¬ 
ing  medium  for  the  Party  and  assist 
the  South  Wales  miners  to  become  a 
powerful  fighting  force  in  the  struggle 
to  end  the  present  imperialist  war. 


New  Pamphlet: 

MOLOTOV’S  SPEECH 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  29 

( Sixth  Session  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  USSR ) 

PUBLISHED  BY  MODERN  BOOKS,  4  PARTON  STREET,  W.C.I.  2d. 

Every  worker  should  be  asked  to  buy  * 
and  study  this  most  important  statement 
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HENDON 

8) 

Concentration  Campaign 


JNSIDE  the  several  large  and  impor¬ 
tant  factories  in  Hendon,  most  of 
which  are  engaged  upon  aircraft  pro¬ 
duction,  there  is  growing  a  movement 
for  higher  wages.  In  two  local  fac¬ 
tories  the  employees,  completely  un¬ 
organised  and  mostly  women,  carried 
out  a  successful  strike  against  the 
attempts  of  the  employers  to  make  de¬ 
ductions  from  Easter  holiday  pay. 
In  another  factory  several  thousand 
women,  by  the  threat  of  action,  won 
a  7/-  wage  increase,  male  engineers 
let  it  be  noted,  only  gained  a  5/- 
increase.  From  other  factories  come 
reports  of  a  successful  strike  of  300 
sheet  metal  workers  against  the  vic¬ 
timisation  of  one  worker,  wage 
increases  won  by  clerks  and  inspectors 
and  the  formation  of  trade  union 
organisation  amongst  the  black-coat 
workers  in  the  engineering  industry, 
and  several  small  and  successful  strikes 
for  wage  increases  and  better  work¬ 
shop  conditions;  in  many  cases  women 
taking  a  leading  and  militant  part  in 
the  actions. 

Objective 

The  movement  inside  the  factories 
and  also  the  continuous  hard  work  the 
Hendon  Party  Branch  had  put  in  in 
the  factories  made  Hendon  a  place 
suitable  for  holding  a  Concentration 
week  for  the  purpose  of  building  the 
Party.  We  set  ourselves  the  objec¬ 
tive  of  building  in  all  the  large  and 
important  factories,  factory  groups, 
and  15  factories  were  selected, 
according  to  importance  and  objective 


possibilities  existing  for  the  early  for¬ 
mation  of  a  group,  for  special  con¬ 
centration. 

Outside  each  selected  factory  four 
different  leaflets  were  distributed  dur¬ 
ing  the  campaign,  every  day  early 
morning  sales  of  the  Daily  Worker 
were  held,  and  at  least  one  dinner- 
hour  meeting  was  held,  with  a  loud¬ 
speaker  van  at  the  larger  factories. 
In  addition  a  number  of  evening  meet¬ 
ings  on  the  Keynes  Plan  were  held  to 
which  were  invited  Shop  Stewards, 
active  trade  unionists  and  militants  in 
the  workshops. 

Methods 

15,000  copies  of  the  Keynes  Plan 
leaflet  were  distributed  outside  the 
factories  ten  days  before  the  start  of 
the  concentration  week,  arrangements 
were  also  made  to  cover  the  workers 
on  the  night  shift.  From  all  quarters 
reports  came  in  showing  a  tremendous 
interest  amongst  the  workers  and  ex¬ 
pressions  of  indignation  at  such  an 
attack  on  the  wage  packet  as  the 
Keynes  Plan  was.  An  indication  of 
the  feeling  this  leaflet  aroused  is  shown 
by  the  attempt  of  the  management  of 
a  large  factory  employing  thousands 
of  unorganised  boys  and  girls  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  distribution  two  days  later  of 
a  leaflet  advertising  an  open  Branch 
meeting  on  “Youth  and  the  War.” 

The  following  week-end  10,000 
special  leaflets  issued  by  the  De  Havil- 
land  Shop  Stewards  Committee  were 
distributed  outside  the  unorganised 
and  partly  organised  factories.  This 
leaflet  called  for  100  per  cent  Trade 
Unionism  and  a  fight  for  higher 


wages,  recounted  the  gains  the  workers 
in  De  Havillands  had  won  through 
strong  workshop  and  Trade  Union 
organisation  and  offered  to  give  all 
possible  help  to  workers  in  other  fac¬ 
tories  to  build  an  organisation  capable 
of  resisting  the  capitalist  attacks. 

Leaflets  were  issued  dealing  specifi¬ 
cally  with  each  factory  and  advertising 
the  mid-day  factory  gate  meetings. 
On  the  Saturday  of  the  concentration 
week,  15,000  copies  of  the  Budget 
leaflet  were  distributed  outside  all 
factories. 

Activities  were  also  organised  for 
the  wives  of  the  factory  workers. 
10,000  copies  of  the  housewives’  leaflet 
were  distributed  on  the  estates,  after¬ 
noon  meetings  were  held  in  the  busy 
shopping  centres,  mass  pamphlet  can¬ 
vasses  every  evening  with  the  loud- 
speaker  van,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
week  a  large  indoor  public  meeting 
in  Burnt  Oak  with  Madge  Gunson  as 
the  speaker  and  a  local  woman  com¬ 
rade  as  chairman. 

Forces 

To  obtain  the  forces  needed  for 
carrying  out  so  large  a  campaign  four 
comrades  were  instructed  to  visit  the 
area  groups,  explain  the  political  im¬ 
portance  of  the  campaign  and  outline 
the  details  of  the  various  activities. 
Then  a  personal  approach  was  made 
to  each  comrade  as  to  what  he  was 
prepared  to  do  in  the  campaign.  In 
this  way  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  non-industrial  comrades  were 
brought  into  activity  around  the  cam¬ 
paign,  either  by  selling  the  Daily 
Worker,  distributing  leaflets,  selling 
pamphlets  and  badges,  drafting  leaf¬ 
lets,  collecting  information  about  the 
factories,  writing  posters,  equipping 
and  decorating  the  premises,  etc. 

Finance 

To  raise  finance,  socials  and  raffles 
were  held  and  the  Branch  chairman, 
comrade  Marjorie  Pollitt  drafted  a 
special  letter  with  which  comrades 
could  approach  sympathisers,  this  let¬ 
ter  explained  what  the  campaign  was 


about  and  described  how  they  could 
help  to  run  it  by  making  a  financial 
contribution. 

The  organising  of  the  preliminary 
details  of  the  campaign  shows  that  the 
tremendous  amount  of  detail  work 
involved  can  only  be  carried  out  if 
the  Branch  has  a  basis  in  the  factories 
and  knows  which  factories  are  most 
likely  to  produce  results,  the  whole 
Branch  membership,  both  factory  and 
non-factory,  is  enthused  about  the 
campaign,  and  a  number  of  capable 
responsible  comrades  are  given  the 
task  of  building  up  the  organisation 
needed  for  carrying  through  the 
activities.  Out  of  this  campaign  we 
will  not  only  build  a  number  of  new 
factory  groups,  strengthen  the  already 
existing  factory  groups,  but  we  will 
develop  a  number  of  capable  new 
cadres. 

[Hendon  Branch  is  one  of  the 
strongest  London  Branches,  having 
many  factory  groups  and  more  than 
half  the  Branch  membership  are  in 
factories.  The  above  was  written 
whilst  their  Concentration  activities 
were  in  full  swing.  Next  month  the 
Hendon  comrades  will  describe  the 
results]. 


Have  you 

YOUR 

COPY 

of  the  new  pamphlet 

“WANTED 
—  £5,000”? 

If  not,  buy  one  and 

GET  BUSY! 


LONDON  S  PROGRAMME 


of  Party  Training  and 

Mass  Political  Education 

★ 


npHE  London  District  Committee 
has  now  discussed  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Political  Bureau’s 
Memorandum  on  Party  training  and 
mass  political  education,  prepared  a 
review  of  educational  work  in  the 
London  district  during  the  past  12 
months  and  adopted  a  comprehensive 
educational  programme  for  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months. 

A  Review  of  the  Last 
Twelve  Months 

This  review  bears  out  the  Political 
Bureau’s  statement  that  a  beginning 
has  been  made  in  the  systematic 
training  of  Party  cadres  through  the 
courses  on  the  Short  History  of  the 
C.P.S.UfB .)  and  the  four-lesson  sylla¬ 
bus  on  Marxism  and  War.  Returns 
show  that  every  one  of  the  80-odd 
branches  in  the  District  (with  the  pos¬ 
sible  exception  of  one)  have  organised 
classes  varying  in  number  from  two 
to  five)  on  the  “  History.”  2,500  Com¬ 
munists,  a  third  of  the  total  London 
membership,  have  been  through  these 
courses.  Of  this  total  figure  about 
30  per  cent  are  comrades  working  in 
industry,  many  of  them  have  for  the 
first  time  been  drawn  into  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  such  classes  and  begun 
to  act  as  tutors  themselves. 

Incomplete  returns  (January-April, 
1940)  for  the  Marxism  and  War  sylla¬ 
bus  suggest  that  50-60  branches  have 
organised  some  100  different  classes, 
attended  by  some  1,250  to  1,400 
comrades. 

In  addition  a  beginning  has  been 
made  in  the  organisation  of  cadres 
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classes  at  Marx  House,  where  300 
leading  national,  district  and  industrial 
comrades  attended  the  classes  on  the 
“Short  History”  and  some  25-30  com¬ 
rades  specially  selected  by  the  District 
Party  Committee  are  at  present  attend¬ 
ing  a  course  on  Dialectical  Material¬ 
ism. 

The  outstanding  weaknesses  in  the 
past  period  have  been  our  failure  to 
draw  more  than  a  certain  proportion 
of  our  comrades  working  in  the  fac¬ 
tories  into  our  educational  work  and 
to  bring  our  Marxist  education  among 
masses  of  non-Party  workers  by 
developing  new  and  broader  educa¬ 
tional  forms. 

London’s  Programme 

The  London  District  has  realised 
the  urgent  need  to  bring  our  educa¬ 
tional  programme  into  line  with  the 
general  direction  of  the  work  of  the 
Party — that  is,  to  direct  our  educa¬ 
tion  primarily  towards  the  factories, 
not  only  towards  our  own  members 
working  in  industry  but,  beyond  them 
to  the  masses  of  active  shop  stewards, 
trade  unionists  and  factory  workers, 
the  vast  majority  of  whom  have  re¬ 
mained  untouched  my  Marxism. 

Therefore,  it  was  decided  to  make 
the  first  item  on  the  programme  that 
will  shortly  be  put  before  a  District 
Conference  of  Education  Secretaries 
a  drive  towards  the  factories  with  the 


aid  of  the  new  syllabus  on  Work  in 
the  Factories.  A  start  is  to  be  made 
with  a  selected  list  of  some  25 
branches,  which  will  soon  be  called 
upon  to  organise  classes  in  the  fac¬ 
tories  syllabus  on  a  factory  group 
basis.  Such  classes  will  be  taken  by 
leading  local  cadres,  who  will  pre¬ 
viously  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  best  methods  of  hand¬ 
ling  the  syllabus  with  the  leading 
comrades  in  the  District. 

A  second  vital  feature  in  London’s 
programme  is  the  call  to  all  branches 
to  organise  public  lectures  on  funda¬ 
mental  Marxist  theory  and  topical 
issues  in  their  Borough,  where  such 
subjects  as  the  History  of  the  C.P.S.U. 
( B .),  Marxism  and  War,  The  Keynes’ 
Plan  or  Food  Prices  may  be  thrown 
open  for  public  discussion. 

Thirdly,  far  closer  attention  than 
hitherto  will  be  given  to  the  training 
of  cadres  through  Marx  House.  The 
proposal  to  organise  a  school  through 
the  Summer  months  [possibly  on  the 
extended  12-lesson  course  on  The  His¬ 


tory  of  the  C.P.S.U.(B .)]  has  been 
made  and  will  be  given  close  con¬ 
sideration. 

Fourthly,  a  drive  will  be  made  to 
win  all  leading  comrades  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  leaders  in  the  factories, 
as  tutors  and  to  give  every  Party  tutor 
responsibility  for  factory  work. 

Fifthly,  Marx  House  will  be  the 
medium  not  only  through  which  Party 
cadres  will  be  trained  but  through 
which  our  Marxist  education  will  flow 
continually  into  the  trade  union 
branches,  trades  councils  and  shop 
stewards  committees  in  every  indus¬ 
trial  area. 

Sixthly,  further  consideration  to  be 
given  to  the  special  needs  of  women 
by  the  provision  of  a  special  syllabus 
or  special  material  and  to  the  needs  of 
youth  and  new  members.  Such  is  the 
programme  adopted  by  our  London 
District  and  to  carry  out  which  our 
London  branches  and  factory  groups, 
led  by  our  education  secretaries,  will 
shortly  be  mobilised. 


REPORTS 


Bristol 

^INCE  the  first  Congress  of  the 
Party  in  the  Bristol,  Gloster  and 
Somerset  area  on  February  4th  the 
consolidation  of  the  Party’s  organised 
work  has  been  taking  place.  The 
whole  conception  of  leadership  had  to 
be  fought  for  and  comrades  chosen 
and  developed  to  provide  the  frame¬ 
work  of  our  Party  structure  in  the 
“  sleepy  West.” 

We  have  stressed  the  importance  of 
Bristol  and  Gloster  as  centres  of  colos¬ 
sal  arms  production  and  other  indus¬ 
trial  activity  and  tried  to  inspire  the 
most  resolute  and  vigorous  activity  on 


the  part  of,  as  yet,  inexperienced  com¬ 
rades.  The  membership  of  320  repre¬ 
sents  a  steady  growth  of  the  Party 
since  the  war,  offset  by  conscription. 
Very  few  people  have  been  lost 
through  disagreement  with  our  politi¬ 
cal  line  and  their  places  have  been 
more  than  filled  by  new  people  who 
now  see  in  our  Party  the  leadership 
they  have  been  looking  for  in  this 
present  situation. 

There  is  taking  place  a  fairly  rapid 
disintegration  of  the  Labour  Party’s 
influence  over  the  workers,  though  the 
so-called  leaders  of  the  “  Left  ”  in 
Bristol  still  bow  to  Transport  House 
and  in  practice  carry  through  the  line 


of  the  pro-war  and  pro-truce  reaction¬ 
aries.  The  one  exception  to  this  is 
Councillor  W.  H.  Makin  of  Avon- 
mouth,  who  is  making  a  brave  stand. 

A  most  encouraging  development 
is  taking  place  in  our  work  amongst 
women.  The  campaign  on  the  coal 
shortage  and  the  present  campaign 
on  food  prices  and  dependants’  allow¬ 
ances  are  producing  a  wide  response 
and  show  a  willingness  to  struggle  on 
the  part  of  working-class  women  if 
the  issues  and  direct  forms  of  organi¬ 
sation  are  put  to  them  in  a  clear  way. 
We  have  worked  on  the  principle  of 
the  living  contact  between  these  women 
and  our  women  comrades  through  a 
personal  and  human  approach.  The 
doorstep  work  that  has  been  put  in 
and  which  continues  will  be  invaluable 
to  us  for  the  future  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  women  comrades  out  of 
this  activity  is  an  important  factor. 
The  theoretical  training  of  our  women 
and  the  strengthening  of  work  in  the 
Co-op.  Guilds  is  going  on  alongside  of 
this  work  and  is  complementary  to  it. 
Work  is  being  carried  on  among  the 
7,000  girls  in  the  Bristol  tobacco  in¬ 
dustry  and  recruiting  to  the  trade 
union  and  to  the  Party  is  being  directly 
assisted  by  the  Branch  Committee 
and  yielding  good  results. 

Our  industrial  work  is  on  the  up¬ 
grade.  We  are  insisting  upon  it  as 
the  most  vital  sphere  of  our  work.  A 
tremendous  amount  still  needs  to  be 
done  to  make  full  use  of  the  industrial 
resources  we  already  possess.  We  en¬ 
deavour  to  see  in  every  industrial  com¬ 
rade  a  potential  leader  of  a  factory  or 
Trade  Union  Group.  We  have  nine 
factory  groups,  which  are  growing 
steadily  in  the  biggest  undertakings 
in  the  district.  Though  this  is  very 
small  the  attention  that  the  Area 
leadership  is  giving  to  them  at  the 
present  time  promises  a  big  streng¬ 
thening  of  our  work  in  this  field. 
But  we  have  still  a  distance  to  go  in 
the  way  of  turning  our  forms  of  Party 
organisation  and  propaganda  towards 
basic  factory  work  and  getting  the 
most  out  of  this  work.  We  are  also 
trying  to  overcome  our  isolation  from 
the  docks,  rails  and  transport  in 
Bristol  itself. 

Our  propaganda,  written  and 


spoken,  is  a  strong  feature  of  the 
Party  in  the  Bristol  area.  Even  the 
most  insular  of  the  West  of  England 
towns,  such  as  Bridgwater,  Taunton, 
Cheltenham  and  Gloster  are  breaking 
through  a  traditional  lethargy  and 
holding  Party,  L.B.C.  and  Daily 
Worker  meetings.  In  Bristol  itself, 
much  to  the  dismay  of  the  reaction¬ 
aries,  the  political  leads  and  leaflets 
we  have  got  into  the  factories  are 
having  the  effect  of  putting  the  Party 
really  on  the  map  as  a  political  force. 
Already  our  open-air  stands  are 
attracting  attentive  crowds. 

Taking  our  courage  in  both  hands 
we  booked  the  proud  Colston  Hall 
for  a  Daily  Worker  Rally  on  April 
20th.  By  the  time  these  lines  appear 
we  shall  know  whether  we  have  over¬ 
stepped  the  mark.  To  fill  the  2,500 
seats  in  the  Colston  Hall  on  a  Satur¬ 
day  night  would  establish  a  new 
record  for  the  Bristol  Party  and  the 
Daily  Worker. 

A  broad  First  of  May  Committee 
with  representatives  of  the  Churches, 
T.U.s  and  L.P.  and  Peace  organisa¬ 
tions  is  preparing  a  May  Day  which 
promises  to  mark  a  higher  stage  in  the 
fight  against  the  Imperialist  War  in 
Bristol. 

The  key  to  the  more  rapid  advance 
of  our  Party  in  this  area  is  Party  re¬ 
cruiting.  Ordinarily  this  sounds  like 
a  platitude.  In  the  circumstances  of 
the  West  of  England  this  is  a  vital  and 
a  pressing  issue.  We  have  the  possi¬ 
bilities: — a  great  working-class  popu¬ 
lation  in  some  of  the  countries  biggest 
factoies;  we  have  a  Labour  Movement 
with  a  militant  tradition  and  a  work¬ 
ing  class  which  is  braeing  itself  for 
heavy  struggles;  we  have  a  small  but 
devoted  band  of  loyal  comrades.  The 
opportunities  and  the  needs  are  there 
— but  our  membership  is  all  too  small 
to  cope  with  the  tasks.  This  is  the 
background  in  which  the  Area  Com¬ 
mittee  opens  its  campaign  of  inten¬ 
sive  Party  recruiting  to  commence  in 
earnest  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

We  ar.e  confident  that  we  shall 
build  a  Party  worthy  to  claim  the 
leadership  of  the  working  class  in  the 
West  of  England.  Sam  Blackwell. 
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REPORTS 


continued 


Manchester 

\\TITH  Manchester  as  one  of  the 

*  greatest  engineering  centres  in 
Europe,  and  heart  of  the  most 
important  industrial  areas  in  Britain, 
the  Annual  Congress  of  the  Manches¬ 
ter  and  Salford  Communist  Party, 
held  on  April  14,  assumed  a  more 
than  ordinary  significance. 

The  Congress  was  business-like  and 
efficient.  There  were  no  fireworks, 
no  speeches  to  the  gallery.  Note¬ 
worthy  was  the  presence  of  many  new 
comrades  from  the  decisive  enterprises. 
Equally  noteworthy,  though  in  the 
opposite  sense,  was  the  fact  that  only 
7  out  of  a  total  of  57  delegates  were 
women.  That  the  Congress  re¬ 
organised  this  weakness  was  shown 
not  only  in  the  Congress  discussions, 
but  in  the  inclusion  of  5  women,  3  of 
them  industrial  workers  in  the  new 
Sub-District  Committee. 

Need  for  organising  women  in 
industry  was  repeatedly  stressed.  The 
discussion  revealed  that  there  were  no 
fewer  than  five  large  engineering  fac¬ 
tories  where  women  are  working 
night  shifts,  and  that  in  one  of  them, 
nearly  80  per  cent  of  the  total  per¬ 
sonnel  are  women. 


The  main  report  to  the  Congress 
brought  out  the  changes  in  the  life  of 
Manchester  consequent  upon  the  war. 
The  rapid  growth  of  industry,  and 
particularly  the  war  industry,  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
employees  at  Metropolitan  Vickers  to 
19,000  and  in  the  fact  that  building 
has  begun  on  the  site  of  the  great 
Armstrong  Whitworth’s  factory  in 
Openshaw,  pulled  down  only  a  few 
years  ago;  in  the  taking  over,  one 
after  another  of  derelict  mill  and  fac¬ 
tory  buildings  for  arms,  chemical  and 
clothing  factories,  in  the  transforma¬ 
tion  of  the  docks  and  rail  depots. 

Rising  profits  paralleled  by  rising 
prices,  but  not  by  rising  wages,  the 
slashing  of  the  social  services,  the 
deterioration  of  political  life  in  the 


city  resulting  from  the  political  truce, 
all  these  raise  burning  problems  on 
which  the  Party  can  and  must  lead. 

The  growing  dissatisfaction  among 
the  active  rank  and  file  of  the  Trade 
Unions,  the  Labour  and  Co-operative 
movement  with  the  pro-war  line  of 
the  leadership,  is  shown  in  the  voting 
on  resolutions  in  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Trades  Council  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Committees  of  the  A.E.U.  and 
N.U.R. 

The  Congress  called  for  an  intensi¬ 
fication  of  the  work  in  the  factories 
and  the  widest  mass  agitation  in  a 
series  of  burning  social  issues.  By 
mass  meetings,  street  meetings,  peti¬ 
tions,  deputations  and  the  formation  of 
committees,  the  Party  must  encourage 
every  expression  of  popular  discon¬ 
tent. 

It  set  before  the  whole  Party  the 
task  of  transforming  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  Trades  Council  and  the 
District  Committees  of  the  decisive 
Unions  in  to  a  genuine  mass  struggle 
leadership  of  the  people. 

The  need  for  a  complete  overhaul 
of  Party  Branches  to  meet  the  new 
situation  was  expressed.  “  Branches 
must  be  rebuilt  round  groups  of  key 
enterprises,  making  the  factory  groups 
a  basic  part  of  the  branch  organisa¬ 
tion  and  concentrating  all  forces  in 
building  the  Party  in  factories  where 
groups  do  not  yet  exist,  Branch  Com¬ 
mittees  must  be  reconstructed  to 
include  leaders  of  our  work  in  the 
factories,  factory  problems  must  be 
made  central  questions  for  all  branch 
work.” 

Significance  of  the  Shop  Stewards 
movement  for  Manchester  could  not 
be  over-estimated,  stressed  Mick 
Jenkins,  Industrial  Organiser  for 
Lancs,  who  called  for  intensification 
of  the  fight  for  democracy  in  the 
Unions. 

There  was  applause  for  a  comrade 
who,  though  only  seven  weeks  in  the 
Party,  had  secured  eight  Daily  Worker 
readers  in  his  department,  and  sold 
many  tickets  for  the  Daily  Worker 
Rally  among  his  work  mates.  He 
told  how  he  had  countered  one 
workers’  jingoism  over  Norway  by 


asking  whether  the  names  of  Churchill, 
Chamberlain,  Hitler  and  Goering 
would  be  in  the  next  casuality  lists. 

One  comrade  thought  that  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  Party  to  place  itself  at  the 
head  of  the  Anti-War  movement  was 
due  to  over  concentration  on  agit-prop 
work  at  the  expense  of  basic  industrial 
work. 

The  Congress  pledged  itself  to 
reach  1,000  members  by  June  1;  to 
raise  its  quota  towards  the  £5,000 
fund  from  £250  to  £400  so  as  to  pro¬ 
vide  cash  for  the  work  of  the  District 
Committee  and  Branches. 

The  Congress  placed  as  the  vital 
immediate  objective  the  organisation 
of  a  successful  demonstration  on 
May  1. 

Devon 

nPHE  Party  in  Devon  has  been  a  long 
time  developing  into  a  district 
which  could  add  its  weight  as  an 
organised  unit  in  the  struggle  of  the 
workers.  Two  years  ago  we  had 
three?  small  branches  with  hardly  any 
contact  between  them. 

During  these  two  years  the  growth 
has  been  steadily  advancing  and  today 
we  have  six  active  branches  and  a 
membership  nearly  four  times  larger 
and  we  were  able  to  hold  our  first 
District  Conference  which  was  atten¬ 
ded  by  fifty  delegates  and  visitors. 
The  development  of  the  Party  is  par¬ 
ticularly  interesting  because  Devon 
has  been  regarded  as  a  backward 
area,  having  peculiarities  not  to  be 
found  elsewhere.  Starting  on  this 
false  assumption  the  comrades  made 
almost  every  conceivable  mistake.  The 
first  obstacle  which  had  to  be  over¬ 
come  was  to  convince  the  comrades 
that  an  “  invisible  ”  party  could 
never  lead  the  workers,  and  only  the 
clear  militant  policy  of  Communism 
would  get  the  response  of  the  workers. 
The  resultant  growth  of  membership, 
the  increased  sales  of  the  Daily 
Worker  and  literature  was  soon 
apparent.  The  Daily  Worker  which 
had  only  sales  in  three  districts  is  now 
selling  in  nine  towns  and  our  quota 
in  the  present  sales  drive  has  been 
exceeded  in  Plymouth  alone  while  the 
other  branches  are  steadily  expanding 


sales.  The  district  affiliated  to  Marx 
House  and  the  classes  are  going  well 
in  the  branches  while  in  Plymouth  and 
Exeter  advanced  courses  of  lectures 
are  running,  open  to  non  party  people 
as  well  as  party. 

The  women  comrades  who  are  few 
have  succeeded  in  Exeter  in  getting 
300  signatures  on  a  petition  to  the 
Food  Control  Committee  and  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  small  groups  of  women  have 
met  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
combating  the  high  prices,  etc. 

We  are  now  successfully  tackling 
the  organisation  of  groups  and  the 
District  Party  Committee  is  sending 
speakers  to  branches  to  explain  fully 
the  necessity  of  this.  Where  visits 
have  already  been  made  the  response 
was  excellent. 


Organise  mass 
sales  for 

WAR  LIBRARY  Nos.  8  &  9 

THE  NEW  STAGE 
OF  THE  WAR 

BY  PETER  KERRIGAN 

THE  MEANING  OF  THE 
FRENCH  TRIAL 

BY  CLEMENS  DUTT 


We  still  have  many  loose  threads  to 
draw  together  but  we  are  confident 
that  we  are  on  our  way  to  making  the 
third  biggest  county  in  England,  a  fac¬ 
tor  as  important  as  any.  Finally,  an 
appeal  for  the  finance  to  enable  us  to 
have  a  full-time  organiser  met  with 
excellent  response  and  within  one 
month  we  were  able  to  make  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  centre  who  are  shortly 
sending  us  a  comrade,  who,  we  feel 
sure,  will  help  us  in  our  work  and 
show  still  better  results. 

Bert  Ovenden, 
Secretary  D.P.C.,  Devon. 
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LITERATURE 

★ 

Selling  Party  Literature 


rpHE  return  of  long,  light  evenings 
A  brings  a  welcome  opportunity  to 
the  Branch  Propaganda  Secretary  to 
organise  door-to-door  sales  of  Party 
pamphlets.  These  notes  are  intended 
to  help  those  new  to  this  class  of  work, 
at  once  so  essential  for  the  spread  of 
Party  education  and  the  increase  of 
Branch  membership  and  income. 

First,  do  not  set  too  big  a  task.  If 
comrades  have  to  be  taken  from  other 
important  work  to  push  home  a 
special  selling  campaign  the  work  of 
the  Branch  is  thrown  out  of  gear,  and 
friction  will  develop.  Avoid  this  at 
all  cost.  But  even  a  small  Branch  of 
say,  20  members  can  muster  four  for 
a  sales  push,  and  bigger  Branches 
may  do  better. 

Now  the  current  pamphlet  for  door- 
to-door  work  is  obviously  Men  Behind 
the  War.  At  Id.  it  is  a  ready  seller 
and  it  is  dynamite.  A  good  average 
selling  rate  is  12  an  hour.  Base  your 
campaign  on  this.  Let  20  be  an  even¬ 
ing’s  work. 

Method  is  all-important  in  such  a 
campaign,  if  you  are  determined  to 
get  good  results.  First,  your  sellers 
should  be  over  twenty  and  personable 
in  appearance.  Devote  an  hour  in  a 
special  “  pep  ”  talk  to  them  before  you 
start  the  campaign.  Point  out  that 
the  householder  is  nearly  always  shy 
and  reserved  and  that  no  seller  need 
be  nervous  in  the  slightest  degree.  If 
Branch  comrades  confess  to  nervous¬ 
ness  then  tackle  this  trouble  at  its 
source.  It  is  the  result  of  purely  bour¬ 
geois  influences  in  our  upbringing;  the 
hatred  of  feeling  “  small  ”  before 
strangers  because  we  are  asking  for  a 
favour  and  might  be  refused.  If  such 
a  miserable  weakness  as  this  be  per¬ 


mitted  to  stand  between  us  and  push¬ 
ing  forward  the  Paity  education  then 
we  have  failed  to  grasp  the  first  lesson 
of  Party  membership. 

So  bear  constantly  in  mind  that  our 
Party  exists  to  give  the  lead  to  the 
people  and  approach  the  doorstep 
with  boldness  and  confidence.  Take 
care  that  you  know  the  pamphlet 
thoroughly.  Have  the  names  of  the 
big  combines  at  your  fingertips,  be 
pleasant  and  convivial  and  above  all 
be  persuasive.  Your  pamphlet  tells 
the  people  how  rich  companies  are 
making  great  profits  out  of  their  dis¬ 
tress,  out  of  the  war.  The  big  news¬ 
papers  dare  not  print  these  facts. 
Hence  this  pamphlet,  etc. 

Repeat  once  or  twice  that  it  is  only 
one  penny.  By  this  time  you  have 
broken  the  ice,  either  you  sell  or  you 
get  a  refusal.  Don’t  accept  the  refusal 
too  readily.  That  is  pandering  to  the 
weakness  already  mentioned.  Per¬ 
suade  the  reluctant  listener  that  you 
have  a  really  remarkable  pamphlet 
with  amazing  facts  that  directly  con¬ 
cerns  them  as  an  individual.  Open 
the  pamphlet,  show  the  pictures,  the 
shopping  basket,  etc.,  with  bacon  and 
butter  comments  for  the  housewife 
and  a  straight  appeal,  if  it  is  a  man,  to 
“  be  a  sport  ”  etc.,  and  buy  one. 
Either  the  door  shuts  on  you,  or  you 
sell.  If  a  sale  is  made  point  out  that 
it’s  not  the  selling  but  the  reading  of 
the  pamphlet  that  interests  you.  Ask 
them  to  pass  it  on  and  get  people  to 
discuss  it.  This  builds  up  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  pamphlet  in  the  buyer’s 
mind. 

Finally,  and  this  must  not  be  over¬ 
looked;  keep  a  record  of  every  house 
you  visit.  Have  a  plain  postcard  in 
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your  pocket  and  after  the  door  is 
closed  write  down  the  number  and  the 
result  of  your  effort  with  anything  of 
interest  added.  When  the  cards  are 
returned  to  the  Propaganda  Secretary 
he  has  the  basis  for  a  political  map  of 
the  neighbourhood.  Divide  the  num¬ 
ber  of  calls  into  the  number  of  sales 
and  the  percentage  factor  obtained  is 
a  measure  of  the  political  education 
carried  out  in  that  street.  Almost  any 
street  is  a  50  per  cent  street.  Aim  at 
70  to  80  per  cent.  Then  when  you  go 
again  to  the  same  door  say,  a  month 
later,  with  another  pamphlet  mention 
the  first  and  invite  comment.  Record 
the  result  again. 

By  these  means  the  Branch  will 
obtain  a  political  survey  of  its  area 
and  its  contacts  and  membership  cam¬ 


paigns  may  be  based  on  this  survey. 
And  '  since  Party  Propaganda  Sec¬ 
retaries  come  and  go  it  is  valuable  for 
the  new  Secretary  to  know  just  where 
matters  stand  in  his  area  the  moment 
he  takes  over.  Sidcup  Agit-Prop. 

Whilst  we  print  die  above  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  successful  results  which 
can  be  obtained  by  the  methods  indi¬ 
cated  we  would  like  to  stress  that 
organised  selling  of  pamphlets  inside 
the  factories,  at  work-gates  and  in  the 
trade  union  branches  is  of  primary 
importance  and  that  street  sales  should 
be  organised  alongside  this.  Many 
other  hints  given  here  are  of  impor¬ 
tance  for  factory  sales  as  well. 


★ 

SALES  DURING 

March  and  April 


rpBE  figures  of  pamphlet  sales  in 
March  should  be  studied  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  light  they  shed  on 
the  normal  daily  activity  of  the  Party 
membership  in  literature  distribution. 

There  was  no  new  pamphlet  on  an 
issue  of  such  first-class  national  impor¬ 
tance  that  it  could  be  expected  to  reach 
100,000  readers.  Consequently,  there 
was  some  drop  in  sales  during  the 
month. 

But  this  was  nearly  made  up  for  by 
the  publication  of  a  number  of  pam¬ 
phlets  of  lesser  importance,  the  com¬ 
bined  circulation  of  which  was  about 
100,000.  This  indicates  that  steady 
selling  activity  has  gone  on,  'though  by 
no  means  enough  in  view  of  the  size 
of  the  Party. 

The  chief  new  pamphlet  in  the  War 
Library  series  was  Women  and  the 
War,  and  the  edition  of  25,000  was 


fairly  rapidly  sold  out.  There  was  a 
curious  unevenness  in  'the  quantities 
taken  by  the  districts,  such  important 
areas  as  North  Midlands  and  North- 
East  Coast  taking  much  below  their 
normal  proportion. 

It  is  disappointing  that  the  drive  for 
further  sales  of  Men  Behind  the  War 
was  greatiy  neglected.  Sales  during 
March  did  not  exhaust  stocks  already 
taken;  far  less  than  10,000  additional 
copies  went  out  from  the  centre  during 
the  month.  Of  these  6,000  were  taken 
by  London.  There  has  been  a  further 
slackening  since,  the  additional  sale 
being  only  about  3,000  in  the  first  two 
weeks  of  April.  This  pamphlet  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  for  sales  outside 
the  Party. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  sales 
of  Men  Behind  the  War  with  that  of  a 
mass  sales  pamphlet  such  as  Spain — 


What  Next?  issued  a  year  ago.  Lon¬ 
don  sales  are  far  ahead,  about  double, 
but  Scotland  and  Lancashire  took  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  the  Spain 
pamphlet  a  year  ago.  On  the  other 
hand,  most  of  the  other  districts  have 
gone  ahead. 

The  pamphlet  on  the  Keynes  Plan 
has  played  an  important  part  in  the 
wages  campaign  during  March  and 
April.  The  figures  given  in  the  table 
show  only  supplies  from  Central 
Books.  Actually,  during  two  weeks  in 
March,  about  35,000  copies  were  sold 
by  the  publishers.  Between  April  1 
and  April  15  another  35,000  copies 
were  printed  and  a  further  10,000  copies 
were  sold  by  Central  Books  in  London 
alone. 

One  of  the  disquieting  signs  of  the 
recent  period  has  been  the  drop  in  the 
sales  of  the  Party  Organiser.  The  figure 
for  March  is  nearly  700  below  that  of 
February,  and  this  does  not  take  into 
account  about  200  returns.  This  drop 
is  partly  due  to  lateness  of  appearance, 


but  is  also  a  sign  of  insufficient  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  Party  members. 

Figures  of  sales  of  the  Red  Army 
pamphlet  are  incomplete,  since  some 
supplies  went  out  from  the  Russia  To- 
Day  Society.  The  sales  of  the  other 
R.T.D.  pamphlet,  Britain  and  Russia, 
were  very  similar.  The  same  uneven¬ 
ness  is  shown  between  the  districts,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  note  that  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  sale  does  not  go  outside 
the  Party. 

What  is  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  experience  of  March  and 
April?  It  is  above  all  that  success  in 
literature  distribution  as  in  other  forms 
of  Party  activity,  depends  on  organised 
work  if  selling  is  haphazard  and  not 
organised,  results  are  always  bad.  The 
field  is  immense;  such  facts  as  that 
1,000  copies  of  the  Keynes  Plan  were 
sold  in  an  A.E.U.  branch  in  Kent,  as 
soon  as  organised  selling  took  place 
there,  prove  this.  Many  similar  in¬ 
stances  could  be  quoted. 

Secondly,  organised  activity  requires 


MARCH  LITERATURE  SALES 


District 

London 
Scotland 
Lancashire 
Midlands 
N.  Midlands 
S.  Wales 
N.  E.  Coast 
West  Riding 
Eastern  Counties 
S.  Midlands 
Kent 
Bristol 

Hants  and  Dorset 
Sussex 
N.  Wales 

Devon  and  Cornwall 
Total 


Women 

and 

Party 

the  War 

Organiser 

9,791 

1,462 

4,000 

300 

2,350 

252 

2,000 

175 

874 

231 

1,330 

75 

400 

135 

1,012 

140 

550 

162 

594 

47 

294 

91 

800 

46 

250 

120 

200 

95 

— 

10 

156 

24 

24,601 

3,265 

Keynes 

Plan 

The 

Red  Army 

11,148 

6,500 

1  1 

500 

50 

584 

50 

250 

250 

300 

1,000 

1,024 

150 

520 

160 

135 

191 

102 

186 

274 

412 

500 

30 

100 

48 

74 

13,675 

10,873 
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regular  reporting  on  the  fulfilment  of 
decisions.  See  to  it  that  your  group  or 
branch  sends  in  a  short  report  of  litera¬ 
ture  sales  to  the  district  centre  at  the 
end  of  each  month.  Without  that,  the 
district  cannot  make  up  its  report,  and 
at  the  present  time  many  districts  are 
woefully  backward  in  this  respect.  If 
there  are  no  reports  from  the  districts 
there  can  be  no  centralised  activity  of 
the  Party  as  a  whole. 

It  is  worth  recalling  that  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  building  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party,  Lenin  laid  great  stress  on  the 
importance  of  increasing  the  organisa¬ 
tional  ties  between  the  Party  groups. 
In  an  article  on  the  Third  Congress  of 
the  Party  published  in  May,  1905,  he 
comments  on  the  decision  that  fort¬ 
nightly  reports  should  be  sent  in.  He 
says : 

“  Let  us  hope  that  this  will  not  be  a 
mere  paper  decision,  that  .  .  .  practical 
workers  will  train  themselves  at  first  to 
something  small,  perhaps  simply  report¬ 
ing  the  number  of  members  in  their 
respective  Party  organisations,  however 
small  and  however  remote  from  the 
centre  the  latter  may  be.  Later  on,  it 
will  be  seen  how  enormously  important 


MEMBERS  TRANSFERRING 
As  many  members  are  changing  their  place 
of  residence  in  consequence  of  taking  up  new 
employment,  it  is  necessary  to  make  it  clear  that 
comrades  who  wish  to  transfer  their  membership 
to  another  Branch  must  obtain  from  their  Branch 
Secretary  a  written  statement  regarding  then- 
previous  Party  record  and  activity,  which  they 
should  personally  present  to  the  Branch  Secretary 
in  the  area  which  they  are  transferring  to. 

This  will  facilitate  the  satisfactory  transfer 
from  one  Branch  to  another  and  will  obviate  the 
necessity  of  making  enquiries  through  the  post. 


All 

Party  Members 
should  read 

CHALLENGE 

Youth  Paper 
and  endeavour  to 
push  its 

SALES 

among  young  workers 


it  is  to  acquire  the  habit  of  maintaining 
regular  organisational  communication  ” 
(Lenin,  Selected  Works,  Volume  III, 

p.  443)-  „  ... 

If  our  literature  selling  activity  is  to 
be  put  on  a  proper  basis,  these  words 
of  Lenin  must  be  taken  to  heart  by  all 
concerned.  Clemens  Dutt. 


Marston  Printing  Co.  (T.U.  all  depts.),  Cayton  Place,  Cayton  Street,  E.C.i. 


